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Historic Preservation

Historic properties and communities are 
appreciated and valued in Subregion 4. 
Restoration and adaptive reuse of historic 
properties and recognition of historic 
communities enhances the unique character 
of the area.

Introduction
The underlying concept of the county’s historic 
preservation program is that historic resources 
within communities help to provide a “sense of 
place” and that preserving a community’s 
heritage involves a shared commitment from 
private property owners and the public sector. 
Places where a shared heritage is embodied 
in collections of buildings and landscape 
features deserve recognition and appreciation.
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character through adoption of historic or 
architectural conservation districts. Façade 
improvement and interpretive signage 
programs should also be considered. 

A historic district is a geographic area that 
comprises a contiguous group of buildings, 
structures, or sites of architectural, historical, 
or cultural importance, united by past events 
or aesthetically by physical development. 
There are two categories of historic districts: 
county designated and national register 
designated. 

County historic districts are established 
through the provisions of Subtitle 29. 
Designation of a county historic district 
establishes the authority of the Prince George’s 
County HPC to review alterations and new 
construction in the historic district in order to 
preserve, protect, and enhance its historic 
character. Historic districts may encompass a 
neighborhood, parts of a neighborhood, a 
town, a city, or a rural community. 

A National Register historic district provides 
recognition and prestige because the area has 
been determined to meet federal standards of 
eligibility but does not provide for a design 
review process. The National Register of 
Historic Places1 is a list of significant places in 
American history, architecture, archeology, 
engineering, and culture on a national, state, or 
local level; places may be a district, site, 
building, structure, or object acknowledged by 
the federal government as worthy of recognition 
and preservation. Established in 1935 by an 
Act of Congress and expanded under the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the 
National Register program is administered by 
the National Park Service (NPS). 

1  The National Register of Historic Places is the U.S. Government’s list of the cultural resources that are 
significant at the national, state or local level. Listing in the National Register is achieved through a 
federally legislated nomination process. Listing provides recognition and establishes a review process 
if federal or state funding or licensing would affect the property. It is expected that specific proposals 
regarding the evaluation and designation of individual properties will be made through the update to the 
county’s Historic Sites and Districts Plan, a planning process that began in November 2008.

Prince George’s County has three categories 
of historic resource status: 

 ■ Historic resource—an area of land or a 
structure significant for national, state, or 
local history, architecture, archeology, or 
culture. Historic resources include those 
that have been documented but have not 
been elevated to historic site status.

 ■ Historic site—an individual historic resource 
that has been evaluated and found to be 
significant based on the county’s historic 
preservation ordinance. Approval from 
the Prince George’s County Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) is 
required before any changes can be made 
to the exterior features of a building or 
environmental setting of a historic site. 

 ■ Historic district—a group of historic 
resources comprising two or more 
properties found to be significant. A 
county historic district is protected by the 
historic preservation ordinance due to 
its significance as a cohesive unit and 
contribution in terms of architectural, 
archeological, or cultural value.

In addition to the three categories regulated by 
Subtitle 29 of the Prince George’s County 
Code, the Historic Preservation Section of 
M-NCPPC’s Planning Department maintains a 
list of documented properties. Those properties 
have been surveyed and documented but are 
not included in the county’s inventory of 
historic resources and are not subject to the 
historic preservation ordinance.

Stewardship of designated historic sites is 
valued by the county. Historic preservation 
issues that should be addressed include the 
preservation and enhancement of community 
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Map 11-1: Historic Features
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Table 11-1: Historic Resources, Historic Sites, Documented Properties and Survey Areas

Historic 
Properties by 
Location Status Property Name Property Address or Area 
Cheverly vicinity
72-001 HR Wilson Station Radio Tower 8900 block of Old Landover Road
Seat Pleasant vicinity
72-007-00 HS Seat Pleasant Survey Area multiple addresses
72-007-01  Old St. Margaret's Catholic Church 6020 Addison Road
Capitol Heights vicinity
72-008 HS Addison Chapel 5610 Addison Road
72-006 HS Carmody House 6808 Drylog Street
72-010 HS Van Horn-Mitchell House 4706 Mann Street
72-011 HS Mallery House at Beaver Heights 1407 Beaver Heights Lane
75A-001 HS Concord 8000 Walker Mill Road
75A-028 HS Ridgeley School 8507 Central Avenue
Fairmount Heights vicinity
72-009-00  Fairmount Heights Survey Area multiple addresses
72-009-09 HS Fairmount Heights School 737 61st Avenue
72-009-17 HR Samuel Hargrove House 5907 K Street
72-009-19 HR W. Sidney Pittman House 505 Eastern Avenue
72-009-24 HS James F. Armstrong House 908 59th Avenue
72-009-27 D Towles-Brooks House 708 59th Avenue
72-009-30 D Isaac Brown House 715 59th Place
72-009-33 D Henry Pinckney House 608 60th Place
72-009-48  Bush House 5603 Addison Road
Landover vicinity
72-002 HS Beall's Pleasure 2900 Beall's Pleasure Lane
72-004 HS Waring's Grove 900 Brightseat Road
72-005 HS Ridgley Methodist Church 8900 Central Avenue
72-016 HS Webb-Brown House 7600 Willow Hill Drive
72-021 HS Highland Park School 6501 Lowland Drive
Glenarden vicinity
72-026 D Glenarden Survey Area multiple addresses
72-052 D 8622 Johnson Avenue 8622 Johnson Avenue
72-055 D 7941 Piedmont Avenue 7941 Piedmont Avenue
72-056 D Summer Acres 334-416 Brightseat Road
72-057 D Smith’s Barber Shop 7907 MLK, Jr. Highway
Forestville vicinity
75A-006 HR Epiphany Church & Cemetery  3111 Ritchie Road
75A-007 HR Forestville School 3101 Ritchie Road
75A-008 HR Forestville M. E. Church Site & Cemetery 3111 Forestville Road
District Heights vicinity
75A-057  District Heights Survey Area multiple addresses
Boulevard Heights and Bradbury Heights
75A-058  Boulevard Heights and Bradbury Heights multiple addresses
Suitland vicinity
75A-021 HS Suitland House 4510 Suitland Road
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If a group of properties with similar 
characteristics does not qualify as a county 
historic district or National Register district, it 
may be considered for designation as a county 
architectural conservation district under 
Sections 27-213.18 through 27-213.22 of the 
Prince George’s County Zoning Ordinance. An 
architectural conservation district must include 
at least ten contiguous acres and possess 
design characteristics that distinguish it from 
other areas of the county. At least 20 percent 
of residents and business owners must 
petition the District Council for designation, or 
a municipality may request designation. If the 
proposed district is found to qualify, the District 
Council will instruct the Planning Board to 
prepare an architectural conservation plan, 
which will contain a land use inventory, an 
architectural survey, and proposed design 
regulations for the area. Once the District 
Council adopts the architectural conservation 
plan and authorizes the historic district, any 
work on a district property that will affect a 
building’s exterior appearance must be 
evaluated by staff against the design 
regulations contained within the architectural 
conservation plan before a building or grading 
permit can be issued. Establishing 
architectural conservation districts may be an 
effective means of enhancing the architectural 
and character-defining features of an area 
without the level of review associated with 
county historic district designation.

Background
Subregion 4 experienced sustained 
development beginning around 1900. 
Development extended well into the twentieth 
century and suburbanization continued after 
World War II. Towns that developed include 
Fairmount Heights, Seat Pleasant, Glenarden, 
and District Heights.

Within Fairmount Heights and Seat Pleasant 
are individual historic sites and resources that 
have been included in the Prince George’s 
County Historic Sites and Districts Plan. Other 
communities have concentrations of historic 

resources and documented historic properties 
that may meet historic district criteria either for 
county historic district designation under the 
Prince George’s County Historic Preservation 
Ordinance (Subtitle 29) or for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Documented historic survey areas in 
Subregion 4 include Fairmount Heights, Seat 
Pleasant, Glenarden, Bradbury Heights, 
Boulevard Heights, and District Heights. This 
chapter includes maps of each historic survey 
area and a brief description of the historically 
significant character and development of each 
area.

Historic sites in the Subregion 4 area are 
Beall’s Pleasure and Addison’s Chapel. 

Beall’s Pleasure is located off MD 202, directly 
opposite the Kent Village Shopping Center. 
“Beall’s Pleasure” was the name of an original 
land grant of 500 acres, issued in 1706 to 
Colonel Ninian Beall, often referred to as the 
founder of the Presbyterian Church in this 
country. 

The house of brick Georgian architecture was 
built in approximately 1795 by Benjamin 
Stoddert, the country’s first Secretary of the 
Navy, who purchased the land in 1794 and 
added 2,000 acres of rolling country to his 
original purchase.

Addison’s Chapel (also known as St. 
Matthews Church) is located on Addison 
Road, north of Martin Luther King, Jr. Highway 
and was built in 1667 on a tract of land 
donated by John Boacher, a Tory, who was 
rector before leaving the province at the 
outbreak of the American Revolution. None of 
the markers in the church cemetery dates 
back to the beginning of the church, but 
Benjamin Stoddert died in 1813 and was 
buried there.

Three historic sites in Subregion 4 are owned 
by the federal government or M-NCPPC: 
Suitland House (75A-021), a Colonial Revival-
style house used by the General Services 
Administration as offices; Concord (75A-001), 
owned by M-NCPPC and currently vacant; 
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 ■ 72-056, Summer Acres, 334-416 Brightseat 
Road

 ■ 72-060, Smith’s Barbershop, 7907 Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Highway

There are currently no designated historic 
sites or historic resources in District Heights.

Potential Historic Designations in 
District Heights
The District Heights Apartments (now known 
as the Woodland Springs Apartments) is 
eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Colonial Revival-style 
garden-apartment complex meets Criteria A 
and C and is eligible for listing in the National 
Register under the “Multiple Property 
Document Apartment Buildings and Garden-
Apartment Complexes in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, 1934-1955.” 

The apartment complex was constructed from 
1949 through 1951 by Washington Estates, 
Inc. The property consists of 46 apartment 
buildings, a clubhouse, pool, basketball court, 
and several playgrounds. 

The District Heights Apartments is one of the 
best examples of garden-apartment 
complexes constructed after World War II and 
is a representative example of mid-twentieth 
century housing built in Prince George’s 
County. These apartments were constructed in 
phases in response to the large number of 
returning veterans and increasing number of 
federal employees relocating to the 
Washington metropolitan area. 

Located within the Town of District Heights, 
the apartment complex provided a modest 
alternative to the single-family housing that 
dominated the residential neighborhood. Its 
location off of Marlboro Pike and an 
established bus route made the apartments a 
convenient, affordable housing alternative. 
The design and location of the District Heights 
Apartments exemplifies the formula 
established by the Federal Housing 
Administration for successful, mortgage-
insured, garden-apartment complexes. 

Historic Sites and Resources
There are no designated historic sites or 
historic resources in Capitol Heights, 
Boulevard Heights, or Bradbury Heights. 

There are currently no designated historic 
resources in Seat Pleasant; there is one 
historic site:

 ■ 72-007-01, St. Margaret’s Catholic Church 
(Old), 6020 Addison Road

Fairmount Heights contains two historic sites 
and two historic resources:

 ■ 72-009-09, Fairmount Heights School, 
737 61st Avenue

 ■ 72-009-24, James F. Armstrong House, 
908 59th Avenue 

 ■ 72-009-17, Samuel Hargrove House, 
5907 K Street

 ■ 72-009-18, William Sidney and Portia 
Washington Pittman House, 505 Eastern 
Avenue

There are no designated historic sites or 
districts in Glenarden. Several properties are 
in the process of being documented. They 
include:

 ■ 72-052, 8622 Johnson Avenue
 ■ 72-055, 7941 Piedmont Avenue

and the Ridgeley School (75A-028), which is 
being transferred from the Board of Education 
to M-NCPPC and will become a museum and 
community center.

72-009-24 James F. Armstrong House
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The District Heights Apartments meets 
Criterion A of the National Register of Historic 
Places as an example of the garden-
apartment movement that greatly affected 
community planning and development in the 
United States from the 1930s until the 1950s 
and, more specifically, in Prince George’s 
County, from 1934 to 1955. The size, scale, 
and form of the apartments reflect the 
influence of the FHA’s guidelines for garden-
apartment complexes. 

Typical of FHA-funded complexes, the District 
Heights Apartments were designed to take 
advantage of the rolling topography of the land 
and were nestled within the small hills to 
create a village-like setting. 

The District Heights Apartments meets 
Criterion C as a garden-apartment complex 
that reflects the design influence of the FHA. 
The Colonial Revival-style design of the 
buildings reflects the FHA’s unstated 
preference for the Colonial Revival style.

Goals
 ■ Protect and preserve the historic properties 

in Subregion 4.
 ■ Recognize and promote historic sites 

and their environmental settings for the 
historical, archeological, and architectural 
significance to their communities.

 ■ Encourage the stewardship and adaptive 
reuse of historically significant properties.

 ■ Increase public knowledge of the region’s 
cultural and historic assets and historic 
preservation procedures.

Policy 1
Evaluate resources and survey areas for 
consideration as historic sites, historic 
districts, or as architectural conservation 
districts.

Strategies
 ■ Support historic resource and historic 

community documentation and designation 
as part of the update to the Prince George’s 
County Historic Sites and Districts Plan. 

 ■ Identify and evaluate all historic resources, 
documented properties, and community 
survey areas that meet the criteria of the 
historic preservation ordinance.

 ■ Evaluate architectural conservation district 
techniques for potential use in communities 
that are not eligible for historic district 
designation.

 ■ Protect existing and potential historic 
resources and historic sites from 
incompatible development.

 ■ Consider whether portions of these 
communities merit designation as local 
historic districts or as architectural 
conservation districts, or merit listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
based on recently completed surveys 
of Fairmount Heights, Seat Pleasant, 
Glenarden, Bradbury Heights, Boulevard 
Heights, and District Heights.

 ■ Consider listing District Heights Apartments 
(6804 District Heights Parkway) on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

Policy 2
Explore partnerships and leveraging resources 
to maximize the potential of underutilized 
historic properties. 

Strategies
 ■ Promote county, state, and federal 

preservation tax incentives for historic 
sites and National Register properties 
by distributing information about these 
programs to owners of historic properties.

 ■ Encourage historic property owners to 
pursue financial support through such 
mechanisms as the Prince George’s 
County Historic Property Grant Program.

 ■ Develop a policy to acknowledge shared 
heritage themes, perhaps through signage 
and web sites, in those communities 
where recognition is desired but historic 
designations are either unwarranted or not 
desired by residents.
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 ■ Protect Ridgeley School’s setting by 
securing the property fronting MD 214 
and maintaining it as a buffer between the 
historic site and the highway.

Policy 3: 
Educate property owners about the history of 
their community and about appropriate 
maintenance, conservation, and rehabilitation 
of their properties to promote the protection of 
historic sites and resources and the 
importance of these resources to the 
community.

Strategies
 ■ Educate property owners, realtors, and 

others about available county, state, and 
federal tax credits and grant programs for 
rehabilitation and maintenance of historic 
properties.

 ■ Participate and tie into regional, state, 
and national programs related to cultural 
heritage and historic preservation.

 ■ Educate the community on the historic 
designation process to ensure design 
review and community input before 
proposals for alterations or new 
construction are approved.

Policy 4: 
Implement planning recommendations that 
improve the visibility and access to historic 
sites and resources.

Strategies
 ■ Develop pedestrian and other physical 

linkages among historic sites to enhance 
their accessibility and visitation and to 
promote public awareness about them.

 ■ Incorporate the region’s historic, cultural, 
and recreational assets into land use 
planning and the local resource-based 
economy to support a sustainable way of 
life.

 ■ Promote economic development through 
incorporating historic resources as a 
heritage tourism opportunity.

Policy 5: 
Assure that the regulatory framework is 
adequate to protect historic sites and 
resources.

Strategies
 ■ Amend the zoning ordinance to require 

archeological survey as an early stage of 
the development process.

 ■ Amend the zoning ordinance to protect 
viewsheds surrounding historic sites.

 ■ Establish density credits or tax credits for 
retention of open space and viewsheds 
around historic sites.

 ■ Freeze increases in tax assessments 
following restoration projects. 


